THE  SUN   AND  THE  SERPENT

subjugation of the Dravidians by the Aryans,
nor the expulsion from northern India of the
southern Dravidians by the Aryans, is recog-
nized by any Sanscrit authority or any Dravidian
tradition."1 But although the Asuras or Dravi-
dians had neither been subjugated nor expelled
from northern India, they had, in very early
times, established colonies in the south ; as we
have seen in the case of the Nagas, sons of Kadru,
and of Lavana before them. Some of these
colonies were in the very positions occupied by
the Dravidian kingdoms; and there can be little
doubt that Asura colonists were the founders of
those kingdoms.

These Dravidian colonies, some of which may
have been established before the Aryas entered
India, appear to have been founded by expedi-
tions sent, some by sea, from Patala and other
ports, and some by land.

Ancient legends refer to conflicts between
the Hindu colonists of later times, said to have
been led by Parasu Rama, and the Nagas from
Patala, whom they found in possession of the
country.2

Inscriptions, too, of the tenth and eleventh
centuries, show that several of the chiefs of south-
western India claimed to have been born in the

1 Grammar of Drav. Languages, Intro., 108.
3 V. Nagam Ayar, Travancore Census Report (1891), 384.
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